BBC Learning English — Authentic Real English

About this script

Please note that this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. In
the recording and editing process changes may have been made which may not be
reflected here.
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Authentic Real English: On the Ball #LZ)

Yang Li: Hi I’'m Yang Li, and welcome to Authentic Real English.

Diarmuid: And I'm Diarmuid.

Yang Li: ERYT H BT TR A BIARTEE b I — L5 .

Diarmuid: Eh, Yang Li, did you say words we use in modern French?

Yang Li: Yes, well done Diarmuid! Just testing you there, | wanted to see if

you were on the ball today, Diarmuid.

Diarmuid: Ah, | see. And that’s today’s phrase: on the ball. When you are on
the ball it means you are alert and quick to react to things.

Yang Li: Wh. To be on the ball FREZHUEN . B2 RATIEA L GEAL T-HL
MRRAS . G T ) 5
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Examples:

A: I'm afraid your work this morning has not been good enough. You’ve made too many
mistakes.
B: Sorry, I’'m not really on the ball today.

Diarmuid: So to be on the ball means to be able to react quickly to things.
There’s also another phrase: ‘to keep your eye on the ball’.

Yang Li: AR R RAE — A TG HOIAEE N AR AR R Rl AR T AN ZE AL
Diarmuid: For example, in business, like investment banking.

Yang Li: tetur, s,

Examples:

A: That new guy’s great.
B: Yes, well you have to keep your eye on the ball in investment banking.
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That’s right. Our address is www.bbcchinauk.com.
Eh, hang on Diarmuid. That's not our website address.

Ha ha, just seeing if you were on the ball! Our address is of course
www.bbcukchina.com.

That’s correct. Bye everyone.

Bye bye.
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