BBCRLD SERVICE
CEARNING ENGLISH

The World of Avatar
5. Pl PLis

bbecukchina.com



The World of Avatar H: [ ik

An Alien Lanquage 4t EARIES

Read the text below and do the activity that follows.
PBE T HEAESC, AR5 TBHSRN

The blockbuster film Avatar has been a smash hit at the box office in the UK
and around the world, becoming the fastest film ever to earn $1bn (7bn yuan)
in ticket sales.

But as well as being an entertaining feast for the eyes, the sci-fi epic also
introduces movie-goers to a brand new language invented especially for the
film.

The movie is set on an alien planet called Pandora which is inhabited by many
strange species. The most humanoid of the planet’s inhabitants are the
Na'vi, and it is the struggle between the Na'vi and human interlopers that
forms the core narrative of the film.

In order to add authenticity to his vision of an alien race the film’s director
James Cameron asked a professor of linguistics from the University of
Southern California to invent a language for the Na'vi.

Professor Paul Frommer worked with James Cameron for four years to build
upon the original 30 words or so that the director had already come up with
for the language.

According to Professor Frommer, the most important aspect of the Na'vi
language was that it could be articulated.

"This is an alien language but obviously it has to be spoken by human actors,"
Professor Frommer told the BBC, "it has to be sounds that human beings are
comfortable producing.”

The language currently has a lexicon of around 1,000 words but Professor
Frommer hopes to expand it in possible sequels to the film and in video
games.

The professor hopes that one day his creation will become as sophisticated as
the Klingon alien language from the Star Trek films.

"There's a translation of Hamlet into Klingon," says Professor Frommer.

"If anything happened like this with Na'vi I'd be delighted.”
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Glossary L&

blockbuster — #|JH

smash hit — JEH 2 )

feast for the eyes — ¥H K&

sci-fi epic — BILJ L #F

inhabited — Bk

species — &, ik

humanoid — B A A K

interlopers — AN @&

core narrative — T E#fZHE

add authenticity — ¥ hnE sz

alien race — 4 E A

linguistics — EBEF%¥

come up with — 28 H

articulated — k&

lexicon — AL

sequels - 84

sophisticated — &KFH

Klingon -HTHE (Bt B
I — AR A B RED

Star Trek — Efp Kk

Hamlet — B ERE

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the correct answer.

LT R TE A R 2R AR ? IR M IERE R

1. Avatar is the most profitable film ever made. True / False

2. The film introduces an alien race called the Pandora. True / False

3. The aliens come to Earth to make friends. True / False

4. It took four years to develop the alien language. True / False

5. There are about 1000 words in the language. True / False
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2. Space ldioms X T K% FIBRE

Match the phrase on the left with the definition on the right.

TEIERUT SRR L

1. out of this world a. naive and over-enthusiastic

2. flying saucer b. to set high targets and goals
3. to reach for the stars c. an alien spaceship

4. starry-eyed d. fantastic, of the highest quality

Now complete the sentences below using one of the idioms from
above.

B RGE RSB T A T

1. Some people believe they have seen in the night sky.

2. Have you seen the film Avatar yet? | loved it. It’s really

3. She’s so - she really believes she will become a famous
actress just by going to America.

4. You should always instead of thinking you can’t achieve
anything.
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3. Label the Pictures 2 & FiEiA

Look at the objects from Space. Can you write the name of the object
under the picture?

BFF MNHXLETAZEPRARE, RAEETHGEEARA?

space station planet UFO spacesuit extra-terrestrial
satellite
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4. Wordsearch HiF#&

Try to find the words associated with science-fiction in the puzzle
below.

There are ten words to find. Words can be written horizontally (=),
vertically () or diagonally ()

VEAE TR IR, Bt SR S SR k.
SO, FARITRATRELIATR) (=) FEM () AR () R

b |n |g |a |I a |[Xx |y [h ju m|t

I I kK |] u |I g |a |b |u |v [i

i (VAR y |[u |i n |g [h |i d |m
g |i n |n |y (e |[b |r t ] u |e
h [s |v |v |i n (o |[b |b |I u |t

star galaxy universe UFO alien
light year travel invade ship time travel
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Answers &%

1. Reading Quiz [ 2. Space Idioms k(T KEHBIE

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the Match the phrase on the left with the definition on the
correct answer. right.

UTRTFHORE>HARM? HHE L EREER. BT BB ARES.

1. Avatar is the most profitable film ever made.
False

PR
»oToa

2. The film introduces an alien race called the
Pandora. False
Now complete the sentences below using one of the
3. The aliens come to Earth to make friends. idioms from above.

False
AL GRS T 5] F .
4. It took four years to develop the alien language.
True 1. Some people believe they have seen flying
saucers in the night sky.
5. There are about 1000 words in the language.
True 2. Have you seen the film Avatar yet? | loved it. It's
really out of this world.

3. She’s so starry-eyed - she really believes she will
become a famous actress just by going to America.

4. You should always reach for the stars instead of
thinking you can’t achieve anything.

3. Label the Pictures % E A 4. Wordsearch B8R
Look at the objects from Space. Can you write glal|l |a|x |y t
the name of the object under the picture? I I
i
BE FIXLETAZHNRE, REOEEIREEEAYN i i i -
A
g n e e
1. satellite
2. planet h v n t
3. UFO t a s|tlalr
4. space station
5. spacesuit y d r a
6. extra-terrestrial
e s|hii|p a v
a \% e
r ul|f|lo e |
|
ulnjifv|e|r|s|e
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