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Skating Gold for China % Hi%&F KL=

The Comeback King and Queen Jk EF NE

Read the text below and do the activity that follows.
P MBS, RGBS :

Chinese figure skaters Shen Xue and Zhao Hongbo rolled back the years
to win China's first gold medal at the 2010 Vancouver Winter Olympics on
Monday.

Their victory came as a fairytale ending to a story that seems more like a
Hollywood movie than real life.

The veteran husband and wife duo were lured out of retirement for one
last crack at Olympic gold, having previously won bronze medals in the 2002
and 2006 Winter Games.

At the age of 36 and 31 respectively Zhao Hongbo and Shen Xue defied
sporting convention by overcoming the figure-skating world's young
whippersnappers.

Ordinarily at such an age the married couple should not be competing in
international events let alone bringing home Olympic gold.

To add to the drama the pair had been the lowest-ranked competitors going
into the competition due to their lengthy absence from the ice.

But against all odds their superb short programme score from Sunday was
enough to see them win the overall competition despite some small errors in
Monday's free skate event.

An emotional Zhao said, "It's been so many years - to finally get this gold is
so exciting. So many years have been devoted to this dream.”

China has now won three medals at the Vancouver Games — one gold, one
silver, and one bronze for Wang Beixing in the women's 500m speed
skating.

So what next for Zhao and Shen? Will they defend their medals in the next
games?

Well, Shen indicated that the couple may have other plans:

"It's hard to continue skating - maybe it's time to have a baby," she said.
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Glossary JICE

figure skaters fEFEIEUKIETF

rolled back the years B%:f3%

fairytale ending #i5RKIZ R

veteran ZBFEKIEZF

lured out of retirement H

crack Zi&

defied sporting convention Riz3)
TR

overcoming Jik, &Rk

whippersnappers BLR T R KE
2A

let alone ¥ A

lowest-ranked H:& B IEH

lengthy absence KHi5LE

against all odds Wik T EEF M

short programme &% H

free skate B ¥

emotional 1§31

devoted &FH], £HDLHFAN

speed skating #EF

defend #£1, 4

indicated £~

1. Reading Quiz |72 5

Are these sentences true or false? Circle the correct answer.

DT RTFHARE?HARMR? HEHIERESR.

1. This is Shen Xue and Zhao Hongbo's third Olympic Games.

2. They have won bronze and silver medals in the past.

True / False

3. They had given up competitive figure skating. True / False

4. They performed better on Sunday than Monday. True / False

5. They now plan to start a family. True 7/ False
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2. Skating and Ice Idioms FIg¥K. KE XK BIE

Match each idiom to its definition.

THIE AT BB R .

1. get your skates on a. to choose to be in a risky situation

2. to be skating on thin ice b. delay or postpone a project

3. to break the ice c. hurry up

4. put something on ice d. to start a conversation with someone
you don't know

Now complete the sentences below with the appropriate idiom.

W H DAL BB R SERL T T KA T

1. I'm very shy at parties and never know how to

2. Our funding has been so cut so the project will be

3. You need to or we'll miss our flight!
4. You are by coming in to work late all the time. You could lose
your job.
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3. Winter Olympic Sports 4FRiz< T H

What are the names of the Winter Olympic sports shown below?

FEUTAFRECHHETEEF, HFEHE LESHEARK,

5. 6
ice hockey luge figure skating
ski jJumping bobsleigh snowboarding
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4. Wordsearch Hif#x

Try to find the words associated with winter fun in the puzzle below.

There are ten words to find. Words can be written horizontally (g),
vertically (1) or diagonally (m)

THEE T AR, IRH-5EFRFA RPTGERTXR,
FHE104 8, HARFAAREUKTH (g) BER (1) BXAR (m) A HBE.

q |w |s [k [i r (s |b |h |y [u |m
c |b [I t |[f |s |I e |[b |v |t |s
u |b |e |t |b |] e |t |e |t |b |n
r |s |d |e |b |h |i e || vV [X |O
Il |a |s |d |[f |h |g |y || [n [j |w

ski  sled husky bell sleigh
skate  curling luge jump snowball
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Answers &x

1. Reading Quiz [F#li%

1. This is Shen Xue and Zhao Hongbo's third Olympic
Games. True

2. They have won bronze and silver medals in the
past. False

3. They had given up competitive figure skating.
True

4. They performed better on Sunday than Monday.
True

5. They now plan to start a family. True

3. Winter Olympic Sports #ZFRZELGH

What are the names of the Winter Olympic sports
shown below?

2._ski jumping

5. bobsleigh 6. snowboarding
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. Skating and Ice Idioms Rk, ¥KHE XM RiE
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PONPE

c
a
d
b

. I'm very shy at parties and never know how to break
the ice.

. Our funding has been so cut so the project will be put

on ice.

. You need to get your skates on or we'll miss our flight!

. You are skating on thin ice by coming in to work late

all the time. You could lose your job.

. Wordsearch BHE#EZR
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